
November 2017 
Grade 6 ELA Rubric 1st Trimester 

 

Reading 
 

Identifies Key Ideas and Details 
RL.6.1/RI.6.1 Cite textual evidence and make relevant connections to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the 
text. 
RL.6.2/RI.6.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a summary of the text distinct from 
personal opinions or judgments. 
RL.6.3 Describe how a particular story’s or drama’s plot unfolds in a series of episodes as well as how the characters respond or change as the plot moves 
toward a resolution. 
RI.6.3 Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or idea is introduced, illustrated, and elaborated in a text (e.g. through examples or anecdotes).  

 
Progress Indicator 

1 2 3 4 5 

The student is not meeting 
grade level standards and 
expectations.  The student is 
not making progress with 
significant teacher support. 
Additional instruction, 
opportunities for practice, and 
support are essential in order 
to move toward grade level 
expectations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The student is making limited 
progress toward grade level 
standards and expectations. 
The student is making limited 
progress with significant 
teacher support. Student 
performance varies with 
consistency of the quality of 
work produced.  The student 
requires significant 
opportunities for practice and 
support.  

The student is progressing 
toward grade level standards 
and expectations.  The student 
is making progress with 
teacher support and may be 
inconsistent with quality of 
work produced.  The student 
requires additional 
opportunities for practice and 
support. 

The student is consistently 
and independently meets 
grade level standards and 
expectations. 
Grade 6  
● Infer what text says and cite 

evidence for what the text 
actually says 

● Determine a theme or 
central idea and provide a 
summary that is unbiased  

● Consider both the 
progression of the plot and 
impact of plot events on 
characters 

● Analyze how a key 
character is introduced 

The student is consistently 
exceeding grade level 
standards and expectations. 
Grade 7  
● Cite several pieces of 

evidence from the text to 
explain what it says and 
draw inferences 

● Determine a theme or central 
idea and provide a summary 
that is unbiased and 
objective 

● Analyze multiple story 
elements’ impacts on one 
another 

● Analyze interactions 
between characters 
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Recognizes Craft and Structure of Text 
RL.6.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in text, including figurative connotative meanings; analyze the impact of a specific 
word choice on meaning and tone. 
RI.6.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings. 
RL.6.6 Explain how an author develops the point of view of the narrator or speaker in a text. 

 
Progress Indicator 

1 2 3 4 5 

The student is not meeting 
grade level standards and 
expectations.  The student is 
not making progress with 
significant teacher support. 
Additional instruction, 
opportunities for practice, and 
support are essential in order 
to move toward grade level 
expectations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The student is making limited 
progress toward grade level 
standards and expectations. 
The student is making limited 
progress with significant 
teacher support. Student 
performance varies with 
consistency of the quality of 
work produced.  The student 
requires significant 
opportunities for practice and 
support.  

The student is progressing 
toward grade level standards 
and expectations.  The student 
is making progress with 
teacher support and may be 
inconsistent with quality of 
work produced.  The student 
requires additional 
opportunities for practice and 
support. 

The student is consistently 
and independently meets 
grade level standards and 
expectations. 
Grade 6  
● Analyze the impact of word 

choice as a whole and 
determine meaning of 
figurative language 
including connotative 
meaning 

● Understand that words have 
multiple possible meanings 
and the correct 
interpretation is prescribed 
by text 

● Explain how the narrator’s 
point of view is developed in 
the text 

 

The student is consistently 
exceeding grade level 
standards and expectations. 
Grade 7  
● Analyze figurative language 

including connotative 
meaning in addition to 
focusing on rhyme and 
sound in poetry 

● Analyze how usage of a 
particular word affects or 
highlights the overall tone 
and meaning of the text 

● Contrast the development of 
the points of view of multiple 
characters in the text 
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Integrates, Analyzes, and Reflects on Information Across Texts 
RL.6.7 Compare and contrast the experience of reading a story, drama, or poem to listening to or viewing an audio, video, or live version of the text, 
including contrasting what they “see” and “hear” when reading the text to what they perceive when they listen or watch. 
RI.6.7 Integrate information presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words to develop a coherent understanding 
of a topic or issue. 
RL.6.8/RI.6.8 Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, distinguishing claims that are supported by reasons and evidence from claims 
that are not. 

 
Progress Indicator 

1 2 3 4 5 

The student is not meeting 
grade level standards and 
expectations.  The student is 
not making progress with 
significant teacher support. 
Additional instruction, 
opportunities for practice, and 
support are essential in order 
to move toward grade level 
expectations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The student is making limited 
progress toward grade level 
standards and expectations. 
The student is making limited 
progress with significant 
teacher support. Student 
performance varies with 
consistency of the quality of 
work produced.  The student 
requires significant 
opportunities for practice and 
support.  

The student is progressing 
toward grade level standards 
and expectations.  The student 
is making progress with 
teacher support and may be 
inconsistent with quality of 
work produced.  The student 
requires additional 
opportunities for practice and 
support. 

The student is consistently 
and independently meets 
grade level standards and 
expectations. 
Grade 6  
● Compare performed and 

read text emphasizing what 
is “seen” or “heard” while 
both reading and watching 
the text 

● Evaluate features of 
multimedia to develop an 
understanding of a topic 

● Evaluate by comparing 
evidence within a text to 
determine if reasoning is 
relevant 

 
 

The student is consistently 
exceeding grade level 
standards and expectations. 
Grade 7  
● Compare and contrast 

written texts to produced 
versions of the text and 
analyze the effects included 
in the produced versions 

● Compare and contrast a 
multimedia format to its 
original format to analyze 
how the structure impacts 
the subject 

● Evaluate evidence in a text 
to assess its relevance to 
specific claims and 
reasonings 
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Reads and Comprehends Grade Level Text Across Multiple Genres 
RL.6.10 By the end of the year read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems at grade level text-complexity or above, scaffolding 
as needed.  
RI.6.10 By the end of the year read and comprehend literary nonfiction at grade level text-complexity or above, with scaffolding as needed.  
L.6.3 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening 

 
Progress Indicator 

1 2 3 4 5 

The student is not meeting 
grade level standards and 
expectations.  The student is 
not making progress with 
significant teacher support. 
Additional instruction, 
opportunities for practice, and 
support are essential in order 
to move toward grade level 
expectations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The student is making limited 
progress toward grade level 
standards and expectations. 
The student is making limited 
progress with significant 
teacher support. Student 
performance varies with 
consistency of the quality of 
work produced.  The student 
requires significant 
opportunities for practice and 
support.  

The student is progressing 
toward grade level standards 
and expectations.  The student 
is making progress with 
teacher support and may be 
inconsistent with quality of 
work produced.  The student 
requires additional 
opportunities for practice and 
support. 

The student is consistently 
and independently meets 
grade level standards and 
expectations. 
Grade 6  
● Read and comprehend a 

variety of types of literature 
and literary nonfiction texts 
as well as a variety of 
nonfiction texts at grade 
level complexity with 
independence and 
proficiency, and minimal 
scaffolding 

● Analyze how language 
functions and can be used 
to convey specific meanings 
when reading, speaking, 
listening, or writing; vary 
sentence patterns for 
meaning; maintain 
consistency in style and 
tone 

The student is consistently 
exceeding grade level 
standards and expectations. 
Grade 7  
● Read and comprehend a 

variety of types of literature 
and literary nonfiction texts 
as well as a variety of 
nonfiction texts above grade 
level complexity with 
independence and 
proficiency 

● Analyze how language 
functions and apply this 
knowledge to its 
conventions when 
speaking, listening, reading, 
or writing; eliminate 
redundancy and select 
precise and concise 
language to express ideas 
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Writing 

 

Follows the Structure and Technique Based on Genre, Purpose, and Audience 
W.6.1 Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence 
W.6.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis 
of relevant content 
W.6.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event 
sequences 

Progress Indicator 

1 2 3 4 5 

The student is not meeting 
grade level standards and 
expectations.  The student 
is not making progress with 
significant teacher support. 
Additional instruction, 
opportunities for practice, 
and support are essential in 
order to move toward grade 
level expectations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The student is making 
limited progress toward 
grade level standards and 
expectations.  The student 
is making limited progress 
with significant teacher 
support. Student 
performance varies with 
consistency of the quality of 
work produced.  The 
student requires significant 
opportunities for practice 
and support.  

The student is progressing 
toward grade level 
standards and expectations. 
The student is making 
progress with teacher 
support and may be 
inconsistent with quality of 
work produced.  The student 
requires additional 
opportunities for practice 
and support. 

The student is consistently and 
independently meets grade level 
standards and expectations. 
Grade 6  
● Compose argumentative writing 

pieces that require them to craft 
thesis statements and rely 
heavily on specific evidence from 
another source 

● Compose 
informative/explanatory texts to 
examine a topic and convey 
ideas, develop the topic with 
relevant facts or details, use 
appropriate transitions to clarify 
relationships between ideas, and 
establish a formal style 

● Compose narratives utilizing 
well-structured sequence of 
events, relevant details as well 
as effective techniques 

The student is consistently 
exceeding grade level standards 
and expectations. 
Grade 7  
● Compose argumentative writing 

pieces that require them to utilize 
various genres of writing and 
clearly take a stance on a topic 
or issue and supports a claim 
with reasons and evidence 

● Compose 
informative/explanatory texts by 
introducing a topic, previewing 
what is to follow, develop topic 
with relevant facts, details, or 
quotations, use appropriate 
transitions to create cohesion, 
and establish and maintain a 
formal style 

● Compose narratives utilizing 
well-structured sequence of 
events; details should be 
strategically chosen to support 
the overall theme of the narrative 
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Develops and Strengthens Writing by Planning, Revising, and Editing 
W.6.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, voice and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
W.6.5 With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying 
a new approach 
W.6.6 Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate with others; demonstrate sufficient 
command of keyboarding skills to type a minimum of three pages in a single sitting 

 
Progress Indicator 

1 2 3 4 5 

The student is not meeting 
grade level standards and 
expectations.  The student is 
not making progress with 
significant teacher support. 
Additional instruction, 
opportunities for practice, and 
support are essential in order 
to move toward grade level 
expectations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The student is making limited 
progress toward grade level 
standards and expectations. 
The student is making limited 
progress with significant 
teacher support. Student 
performance varies with 
consistency of the quality of 
work produced.  The student 
requires significant 
opportunities for practice and 
support.  

The student is progressing 
toward grade level standards 
and expectations.  The student 
is making progress with 
teacher support and may be 
inconsistent with quality of 
work produced.  The student 
requires additional 
opportunities for practice and 
support. 

The student is consistently 
and independently meets 
grade level standards and 
expectations. 
Grade 6 
● Create a clear and coherent 

writing piece that meets 
grade level expectations 
and standards and actively 
considers the audience of 
the piece, task, and genre 

● Develop and strengthen 
writing as needed by 
planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new 
approach with some 
support 

● Utilize technology to 
produce/publish writing, 
collaborate with peers, and 
produce a minimum of three 
pages in one sitting 

 

The student is consistently 
exceeding grade level 
standards and expectations. 
Grade 7  
● Create a clear and coherent 

writing piece that exceeds 
grade level expectations 
and standards and is 
appropriate to task, genre, 
and audience 

● With some support, develop 
and strengthen writing as 
needed by planning, 
revising, editing, rewriting, 
or trying a new approach, 
focusing on how well 
purpose and audience have 
been addressed 

● Utilize technology to 
produce/publish writing, 
collaborate with peers, and 
link to and cite sources as 
appropriate 
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Utilizes Resources to Build and Present Knowledge 
W.6.8 Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources; assess the credibility of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and 
conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and providing basic bibliographic information for sources 
W.6.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research 

 
Progress Indicator 

1 2 3 4 5 

The student is not meeting 
grade level standards and 
expectations.  The student is 
not making progress with 
significant teacher support. 
Additional instruction, 
opportunities for practice, and 
support are essential in order 
to move toward grade level 
expectations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The student is making limited 
progress toward grade level 
standards and expectations. 
The student is making limited 
progress with significant 
teacher support. Student 
performance varies with 
consistency of the quality of 
work produced.  The student 
requires significant 
opportunities for practice and 
support.  

The student is progressing 
toward grade level standards 
and expectations.  The student 
is making progress with 
teacher support and may be 
inconsistent with quality of 
work produced.  The student 
requires additional 
opportunities for practice and 
support. 

The student is consistently 
and independently meets 
grade level standards and 
expectations. 
Grade 6  
● Consider the credibility of 

sources and investigate 
ways to quote and 
paraphrase information 
without plagiarizing 

● Utilize evidence from 
literary or informational 
texts to support an analysis, 
reflection, or research; 
compare and contrast 
different genres of literature 
and trace author’s claims in 
nonfiction

 

The student is consistently 
exceeding grade level 
standards and expectations. 
Grade 7  
● Consider the credibility of 

sources and investigate 
ways to quote and 
paraphrase information 
without plagiarizing; 
effectively utilize search 
terms and standard citation 
formatting  

● Utilize evidence from an 
informational or literary text 
to analyze, reflect on, or 
support research in the text; 
compare and contrast 
specific genres of literature 
and trace and evaluate 
author’s claims in nonfiction 
to determine if evidence is 
reasonable or sound 
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Applies Grade-Level Conventions and Mechanics 
L.6.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 
L.6.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

 
Progress Indicator 

1 2 3 4 5 

The student is not meeting 
grade level standards and 
expectations.  The student is 
not making progress with 
significant teacher support. 
Additional instruction, 
opportunities for practice, and 
support are essential in order 
to move toward grade level 
expectations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The student is making limited 
progress toward grade level 
standards and expectations. 
The student is making limited 
progress with significant 
teacher support. Student 
performance varies with 
consistency of the quality of 
work produced.  The student 
requires significant 
opportunities for practice and 
support.  

The student is progressing 
toward grade level standards 
and expectations.  The student 
is making progress with 
teacher support and may be 
inconsistent with quality of 
work produced.  The student 
requires additional 
opportunities for practice and 
support. 

The student is consistently 
and independently meets 
grade level standards and 
expectations. 
Grade 6  
● Use intensive pronouns in 

their proper case, correct 
inappropriate shifts in 
pronoun number and 
person, correct vague 
pronouns, and recognize 
and correct deviations from 
standard English in writing 
and speaking 

● Utilize punctuation 
(commas, parentheses, 
dashes) to set off 
nonrestrictive/ parenthetical 
elements; spell correctly 

The student is consistently 
exceeding grade level 
standards and expectations. 
Grade 7 
● Explain the function of 

phrases and clauses, 
choose among the four 
main sentence types to 
express their ideas clearly, 
correctly place phrases and 
clauses within a sentence, 
correcting misplaced and 
dangling modifiers as 
necessary 

● Utilize a comma to separate 
coordinate adjectives; spell 
correctly  
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Writes Independently for a Sustained Period of Time 
W.6.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, metacognition/self correction, and revision) and shorter time frames (a 
single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.  

 
Progress Indicator 

1 2 3 4 5 

The student is not meeting 
grade level standards and 
expectations.  The student is 
not making progress with 
significant teacher support. 
Additional instruction, 
opportunities for practice, and 
support are essential in order 
to move toward grade level 
expectations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The student is making limited 
progress toward grade level 
standards and expectations. 
The student is making limited 
progress with significant 
teacher support. Student 
performance varies with 
consistency of the quality of 
work produced.  The student 
requires significant 
opportunities for practice and 
support.  

The student is progressing 
toward grade level standards 
and expectations.  The student 
is making progress with 
teacher support and may be 
inconsistent with quality of 
work produced.  The student 
requires additional 
opportunities for practice and 
support. 

The student is consistently 
and independently meets 
grade level standards and 
expectations. 
Grade 6  
● Write routinely to create a 

variety of writing projects 
over extended and shorter 
time frames for a range of 
tasks, purposes, and 
audiences using skills 
covered in all standards 
(Grade Level Introduction: 
argument writing, use of 
technology to collaborate 
with others, quoting or 
paraphrasing from 
sources without 
plagiarizing) 

The student is consistently 
exceeding grade level 
standards and expectations. 
Grade 7  
● Write routinely to create a 

variety of writing projects 
over extended and shorter 
time frames for a range of 
tasks, purposes, and 
audiences using skills 
covered in all standards 
(Grade Level Introduction: 
cite sources and assess 
credibility and accuracy 
of each source while 
quoting or paraphrasing 
from sources to avoid 
plagiarism) 
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Speaking and Listening 

 

Prepare for and Engage Effectively in a Range of Discussions 
SL.6.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, 
and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

 
Progress Indicator 

1 2 3 4 5 

The student is not meeting 
grade level standards and 
expectations.  The student is 
not making progress with 
significant teacher support. 
Additional instruction, 
opportunities for practice, and 
support are essential in order 
to move toward grade level 
expectations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The student is making limited 
progress toward grade level 
standards and expectations. 
The student is making limited 
progress with significant 
teacher support. Student 
performance varies with 
consistency of the quality of 
work produced.  The student 
requires significant 
opportunities for practice and 
support.  

The student is progressing 
toward grade level standards 
and expectations.  The student 
is making progress with 
teacher support and may be 
inconsistent with quality of 
work produced.  The student 
requires additional 
opportunities for practice and 
support. 

The student is consistently 
and independently meets 
grade level standards and 
expectations. 
Grade 6  
● Discuss a variety of topics 

to express ideas clearly; 
actively listen to and 
demonstrate respect for 
each others’ viewpoints; 
explain how their 
observations and readings 
contribute to a topic; follow 
rules for collegial 
discussions and set specific 
goals and guidelines; 
review key ideas expressed 
and demonstrate 
understanding of multiple 
perspectives 

The student is consistently 
exceeding grade level 
standards and expectations. 
Grade 7  
● Collaborate in order to 

bounce ideas off of one 
another; participate in 
student led discussions in 
order to debate topics with 
researched information; 
follow rules for collegial 
discussions and track 
progress; pose questions 
and elicit elaboration from 
others; acknowledge new 
information, and when 
warranted, modify own 
views  
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